
The Desert Trail   
Twentynine Palms, California, Friday, January 19, 1945 

Miner John Olson Shot by 'Soldier' in Own Cabin 
Victim at Point of  Death after Lying Four Days Awaiting Aid 
 

THE episode of the renegade Indian "Willie Boy" in these parts at the turn of 

the century is paralleled this week, as sheriff's deputies are on the hunt for a man 

last seen in soldier's uniform, who shot Miner John Olson  

 

WANTED  

Please  
Help us Find 

This Person  

or Persons  

PO Box 2046, Yucca Valley, CA  92286  ω  760-364-2000  ω  www.MBHS.net  ω  MBHS.history@gmail.com 

Jolly, kind, Swedish immigrant John Olson was respected in the Pipes Canyon area of 
ǘƘŜ мфнлΩǎ ŀƴŘ ΨолΩǎΦ CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦŜǿ Ŧƻƭƪǎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊǊŜƴΣ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴƻǳǎ ŦǊƻƴǘƛŜǊ ŀ 
ŦŜǿ ƳƛƭŜǎ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ¸ǳŎŎŀ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǘƻǿƴΣ WƻƘƴ hƭǎƻƴΩǎ ōǊƻƪŜƴ 
English was a source of comical diversion.   
        Lƴ ƘŜǊ ōƻƻƪ ά{ŀƴŘ ƛƴ aȅ {ƘƻŜΣέ IŜƭŜƴ .ŀƎƭŜȅ ŎƘǊƻƴƛŎƭŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǎǘŜǊƛǘȅ ŦŀŎŜŘ ōȅ 
white settlers to the area in the 1920s. Among her stories, we find the following gem 
from John Olson,  
          òI go in and get coffee maybe once a 

veek vhile the veather vas gude. My 

onyx mine vas close. I alvays like to talk 

to Rooty. She like to hear me talk. It 

make her laugh, and it is gude to hear 

someone laugh. I tell her, if she ever 

need me, yust send, I come.ó 
 

          Olson and his partner, Pete Lager, 
όƪƴƻǿƴ ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅ ŀǎ ΨǘƘŜ {ǿŜŘŜǎΩύ ǘŜƴŘŜŘ 
goats and lived in the hard scrabble area 
a few miles below an open pit type onyx 
mine from which they chipped out a 
subsistence living while it was in opera-
tion.  
          By 1945 the two had all but retired 
from working the onyx mine. John lived 
alone in their cabin, with his old friend 
living nearby.  The tranquility of the time 
broken only by a bell collared around 
ǘƘŜ ƴŜŎƪ ƻŦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ƭŜŀŘ ƎƻŀǘΣ .ƻōŜǘǘŜΦ 
          So when John Olson was shot in the 
chest and left to die by a stranger whom 
ƘŜΩŘ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊΣ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ǎŜƴǘ ǎƘƻŎƪǿŀǾŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ .ŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ¢ǿŜƴǘȅƴƛƴŜ tŀƭƳǎΦ 
hƭǎƻƴΩǎ ƳǳǊŘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƛƴ The Desert Trail, which at the time was published 
every Friday. Those reports are reprinted here with permission. 

Murder in Pipes Canyon 

 Morongo Basin Historical Society 
has openings for the following: 

  

PPROGRAMROGRAM  CCHAIRHAIR  
This is a rewarding opportunity for 
someone who would enjoy working 
closely with the Hi Desert Nature 
aǳǎŜǳƳ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ 

interesting historians & intellectuals. 
  

FFUNDRAISINGUNDRAISING  CCHAIRHAIR  
This position calls for someone with 
creativity & imagination. There are 
many volunteers to assist whoever 
will take this leading and vital role.  

  

CCONTACTONTACT  
Laurie Geeson  760-363-6681 
  lauriegeeson25@gmail.com   

Continued on Page 4 

Update Your Records ...  Update Your Records ...    

The Museum & Research Center in 
Landers now has a single number 

760760--364364--20002000 

Summer 2010 

Swedish Immigrant John Olson  
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From From the Editorthe Editor   
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǊŜǘ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘƛŜǎΚ   

LǘΩǎ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊƛƴƎ ΦΦΦ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŦŜŜƭǎ ǎƻ ƎƻƻŘ ŀǎ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ 
others. Studies show that volunteering can improve 
physical and mental health! Volunteering can give you 
a sense of achievement and purpose, and can help you 
stay social, make new friends, and contacts. 

With unemployment so high, especially locally, there 
must be hundreds of folks who have given up search-
ing, and now find themselves at home with little to 
stimulate their minds. If this is you, why not pitch in at 
MBHS and start feeling useful again? 

Write us at MBHS.history@gmail.com or call 
760-364-нлллΦ ²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻǊ 
pulling weeds, we can put you to work.  And at the end 
of the day your struggles will seem very distant, 
ǎƳƻǘƘŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀǘƛǘǳŘŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŦŜŜƭ ŦǊƻƳ a.I{Φ 
   τ Mike Lipsitz, Editor 

FFIELDIELD   TT RIPRIP   

  

 
  

Covington Park & Environs Covington Park & Environs   
Sunday   June 27   9 a.m. 

 

Enjoy your own sack lunch with us in the shade;  
We provide dessert & drinks , tour & talk on this  

treasured park and delicate ecosystem.  
 

PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED 

CONTACT:  Laurie Geeson  at  760-363-6681 
or  lauriegeeson25@gmail.com  
5ƻƴŀǘƛƻƴΥ Ϸр  ω  .ǊƛƴƎ ŀ {ŀŎƪ [ǳƴŎƘ 

MBHS MUSEUM & RESEARCH CENTER IN LANDERS  

now has one phone number:   760-364-2000 

BBOARDOARD  OFOF  DDIRECTORSIRECTORS  

PRESIDENT     LLOYD NOEL  

760-364-3544  coyotepines@earthlink.net  
 

1st VP  PROPERTIES  TOM GRANGER  

760-365-7559    tom6818R@msn.com  
 

2nd VP BUDGET, AUDITS, FUNDRAISING, 

GRANTS       MIKE GATHERER  

909-585-9570     mike.gatherer@charter.net 
 

TREASURER    RACHEL CRAWFORD  

760-363-1340  
 

SECRETARY    CAROLE SCHREIBER  

760-369-0259    desert_thorn2@roadrunner.com  

     May  2010  
 

    We wish to thank the Yucca Valley Walmart  

and the  Walmart Foundation for awarding the 

Morongo Basin Historical Society a Community 

Grant toward the continuation of our mission.  
 

Walmart truly supports this  community  

and has given back to it time and time again!  
 

Thanks again Walmart Yucca Valley.  
 

    Very Truly Yours,  

    Morongo Basin  

    Historical Society  

Oh  boy,  those  Brownies  were  good! 
  

Bakeless Bake Sale Bakeless Bake Sale   
contributions to date total $1060  

  

Hsôr mns snn k`sd mns sn a`jd xntq nvm- 

The dough will pay to bring power  

to the old Landers Post Office. 
 

 Thank you for your contributions,  

 Sallie Brown, Bakeless Chairman 

mailto:MBHS.history@gmail.com
mailto:coyotepines@earthlink.net
mailto:tom6818@msm.com
mailto:mike.gatherer@charter.net
mailto:mike.gatherer@charter.net
mailto:mike.gatherer@charter.net
mailto:mike.gatherer@charter.net
mailto:mike.gatherer@charter.net
mailto:desert_thorn2@roadrunner.com
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  1pm   June 81pm   June 8 th th   
Travel Lodge Travel Lodge (formerly Yucca Inn)(formerly Yucca Inn)  

  

1pm   July 131pm   July 13 thth   

MBHS Museum & Research CenterMBHS Museum & Research Center  in Landersin Landers  

The Board meets the 2nd Tuesday of every month.The Board meets the 2nd Tuesday of every month.  

Members are welcome to attend.Members are welcome to attend.  

11st  st  WWEDNESDAYEDNESDAY  PPROGRAMROGRAM  

  
 

Morongo Valley RevealedMorongo Valley Revealed  
The Hi-Desert Nature Museum & Morongo Basin His-
torical Society jointly present a history of Morongo 
Valley by 55 year resident Laurie Geeson.   

 

[ŀǳǊƛŜ DŜŜǎƻƴ ƛǎ WǳƴŜΩǎ CƛǊǎǘ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊΦ 
{ƘŜΩƭƭ ƻŦŦŜǊ ŀ ǇŜŜƪ ƛƴǘƻ aƻǊƻƴƎƻ ±ŀƭƭŜȅϥǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜπ
ness. "When driving through little Morongo, most 
folks would wonder why anyone ever stopped off and 
ǎŜǘǘƭŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƻƴŜ ƘƻǊǎŜ ǘƻǿƴΣέ ǎŀȅǎ [ŀǳǊƛŜΦ  ά.ǳǘ 
for those who do turn off onto one of the winding dirt 
roads there, an entirely different world is revealed."  

  

Wednesday,  June 2Wednesday,  June 2  

  
 

$5 Suggested Donation$5 Suggested DonationττPayable at the DoorPayable at the Door  

PROGRAMS RESUME IN SEPTEMBER 2010PROGRAMS RESUME IN SEPTEMBER 2010  

 

Arriving June  . . .   
 

  Booklet 1 
 

SSTORIESTORIES   OFOF  THETHE   PPASTAST  
Early Settlers of the Morongo Basin 

 

MBHS is proud to announce the arrival of the 
first booklet of a new series on local history. 
DŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ά{ǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘΥ  

9ŀǊƭȅ {ŜǘǘƭŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƻǊƻƴƎƻ .ŀǎƛƴέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ  
 

MBHS Gift Shop  
only $4.95   

 

Find yourself transported back in time by the sto-
ries of 12 gritty pioneers and their families who 
braved the hardships of the desert to settle on 
the barren land here.   
 

Booklet 2, available later this year, will chronicle 
12 more settlers of the Morongo Basin. Planned 
for coming additions is a focus on the develop-
ƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ŀǎƛƴΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǘƻǿƴǎΦ  
 

Start your collection of these history booklets, 
or pick some up for gifting.   Get your copy at: 
 

4ÁÍÍÁȭÓ -ÁÇÉÃ -ÅÒÃÁÎÔÉÌÅ  

hƭŘ ¢ƻǿƴ  ¸ǳŎŎŀ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ  ω   рртнт IǿȅΦ сн ω тсл-369-1970 
    hǇŜƴ 9ǾŜǊȅ 5ŀȅ ω мл ŀƳ- 5 pm 
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last Friday in the latter's cabin in The Pipes country west 

of Twentynine Palms. It was over this same terrain the bad 

Indian of the Morongos dodged posses for a week before 

being cornered, only to use his last bullet to end his life. 
 

From Friday forenoon until Tuesday afternoon the gun-

shot victim lay in his lonely cabin until found by a 

neighbor. At press time Mr. Olson is reported to still be 

alive but in a critical condition in a Palm Springs hospital. 

Constable Jack Cones said this morning that 

he and other officers have 

been endeavoring to learn 

from the weakened man de-

tails that might aid them in 

apprehending the criminal 

whom they believe might be 

one of the escaped Nazi pris-

oners from an Arizona camp.  
 

Constable Cones related the 

following story: 
 

Pete Lager, an old friend and 

former partner of Mr. Olson, 

and a resident of The Pipes 

country, went up to see Mr. 

Olson Tuesday afternoon 

when the victim was discov-

ered suffering from a bullet 

wound. Mr. Lager rushed 

down to Frank Mattoon's 

chicken ranch and Mr. 

Mattoon called Justice of the 

Peace Dave Poste to have Constable Cones bring an ambu-

lance and a doctor. Constable Cones drove the Twentynine 

Palms community ambulance, accompanied by Lt Comdr. 

D. H. McKeague, naval doctor of the air station here, and 

Craig Kirkpatrick, Ph m3/c, to the Olson cabin. 
 

The speed with which the injured man was taken to the 

hospital is commendable. Constable Cones received the call 

in Twentynine Palms at 3 o'clock and by 6:30 he had trav-

ersed the rough mountain road, 52 miles from here to the 

stricken man's cabin, and a like distance from there to Palm 

Springs, arriving at the Torney hospital at 6:30 p. m. Lying 

weakened from lack of food and suffering the threat of peri-

tonitis, Mr Olson could barely answer questions of the con-

stable, who from his whispers learned that the would-be 

killer arrived at his cabin on Wednesday of last week, eat-

ing and sleeping for three days as the miner's guest.  
 

While Mr. Olson was sitting on his bed tying his shoe about 

11:30 Friday forenoon, the man seized his host's gun and 

shot him in the chest, apparently aiming for the heart. The 

"visitor"' then disappeared and was gone for about two 

hours, returning to the cabin. Finding his victim still alive 

he made him believe he was going for aid, asking Mr. Olson 

where help could be obtained. Olson directed him to 

Mattoon's chicken ranch. Before the man left, he took Mr. 

Olson's logging shoes, a grey flannel shirt and some dried 

foods and the .22 calibre rifle. He was dressed like an army 

man, Mr. Olson related, with a technical sergeant's rating 

on his sleeves. 
 

Mr. Olson lay on the floor, probably in an unconscious condi-

tion, for a long time, then crawled out to his cupboard to 

get something to eat, when he found his supply 

of dried fruit gone. A can of peaches was his only 

sustenance during the Friday-to-Tuesday wait 

for someone to find him. He was able, however, 

to change to his pajamas. 
 

Mr. Olson said he and the "soldier" had no 

quarrel and he did not know why the at-

tempted killing. 
 

Tom Pearce, a Pipes resident, reported to 

Constable Cones that with F. T. Downing 

he came up to his cabin Monday noon only 

to find this same mysterious character 

making himself at home there. Pearce, who de-

scribed the man as being about 24, five feet 

nine, 145 pounds, dark hair and shifty eyes, 

stated he appeared nervous. However, the unin-

vited "guest" volunteered to wash the dishes he 

had left piled in the sink after preparing himself 

several meals at the Pearce cabin during the pre-

vious four days. Mr. Pearce, of course, did not 

know this man had attempted to kill his 

neighbor. 
 

Constable Cones, two sheriffs deputies and John Jones of the 

FBI spent Wednesday scouring the hills of The Pipes country 

for the "mad man" but up until last night he was not found. 

John Olson is one of the earliest settlers of this part of the 

country. He came from Sweden, secured his citizenship in the 

United States in 1900. During the past many years he has 

been interested in mining and manager of the large onyx mine 

in The Pipes of which he is a principal owner. 

        

The Desert Trail   
Twentynine Palms, California, Friday, January 26, 1945 
 

John Olson Dies From Gun-shot Wound 
 

AFTER a 12-day struggle for life, John Olson, miner of 

The Pipes, succumbed Wednesday, Jan. 24, 10:01 p. m. at 

the Torney hospital in Palm Springs, where he was taken 

by local Constable Jack Cones, suffering from a gun-shot 

wound in the chest. The victim had lain in his mountain 

cabin from Friday until Tuesday, Jan. 12-16. When he was 

found by his friend and former partner, Pete Lager. 

Murder of John Olson ñ Continued from Page 1 
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Persistent search by Constable Cones and sheriff's deputies 

of the mountainous area surrounding Mr. Olson's cabin 

resulted in the arrest Saturday of Edward E. Emmery, 20, 

on the charge of suspicion of attempted murder of the 

aged miner. Report is 

that the 76-year-old 

victim, before his 

death, corroborated 

the alleged army de-

serter's statement that 

the shooting was 

"accidental."  
 

Emmery, who had 

been housed and fed 

for four days by Olson 

at his Pipes cabin west 

of Twentynine Palms, 

told officers he had 

served nine months in 

Burma and had de-

serted from Ft. Mac-

Arthur at San Pedro two weeks ago upon returning from 

overseas service. He said he had been examining Olson's 

gun, not realizing it was loaded, and it was accidentally 

fired, hitting Mr. Olson near the heart. 
 

However, Constable Cones reported that after the shooting 

Emmery did not go for aid, but instead started hauling his 

host's belongings out of the cabin and to a hideout three-

fourths of a mile back of the cabin, where the constable 

reclaimed Olson's army tent, blankets, food, etc.  
 

Saturday, Constable Cones stated, he and Monte Apple-

ton, first-class ordnance man of the local navy station, 

hiked 10 miles through knee-deep snow from Olson's cabin 

to the onyx mine to track down the criminal. 
 

"We ran him out of the canyon and he was taken to the 

San Bernardino sheriff's office by a group of deputies," the 

officer said.  
 

Since Miner Olson was found shot, Constable Cones and 

other officers had daily "scoured" The Pipes country in 

search of the killer. Jan. 18, Tom Humphreville of Yucca 

Valley, accompanied Cones on one of the many hunts. 

         

The Desert Trail  
Twentynine Palms, CA, Friday, February 2, 1945 
 

 John Olson Burial Next Week 
 

BURIAL of John Olson, 76-year-old miner of The Pipes, 

will be next week at a date to be announced later, in Ban-

ning, according to local Constable Jack Cones.  

Coroner's jury in Banning Tuesday determined Mr. Olson's 

death was caused by gunshot wound from his own gun 

"held in the hands" of Edward E. Emmery, 20, a soldier 

who claimed the shooting was "accidental." At the inquest 

Constable Cones said the soldier refused to testify. 

The shooting took place 

in Olson's mountain 

cabin Friday, Jan. 12, 

and the victim before his 

death, told officers he lay 

without aid until the fol-

lowing Tuesday when he 

was found by his former 

partner Pete Lager. He 

died Jan. 24 in a Palm 

Springs hospital.  
 

With Constable Cones at 

the inquest were Mr. La-

ger and Deputy Sheriff 

Smith of San Bernar-

dino.  
 

Army officials at the inquest reported that Emmery had 

not deserted from Ft. MacArthur as was first reported, 

determining that he was entitled to a 21-day furlough, 

having recently returned from Burma. The soldier, how-

ever, was reported to have said he deserted, not obtaining 

the necessary furlough credentials. 

        
 

The Desert Trail  
Twentynine Palms, CA, Friday, February 9, 1945 
 

 John Olson Laid To Rest  

 in Banning On Thursday 
 

JOHN OLSON, whose death was caused by a gunshot 

wound inflicted by a soldier whom he had housed several 

days at his Pipes cabin, was laid to rest yesterday after-

noon in Banning. A number of his friends of this desert 

country where he had resided for many years, paid final 

tribute to the respected elderly gentleman.  
 

Soldier Edward E. Emmery, who was found by a coroner's 

jury to have "held the gun" when the shot was fired, has 

been arraigned and is being held on a murder charge, ac-

cording to local constable. Jack  Cones. 

       -  

 

The preceding articles were transcribed by Omer L. 

òLesó Snodgrass from original accounts in The Desert 

Trail  and are reprinted here with permission. 
 

John Olson is buried in San Gorgonio Memorial Park in Ban-

ning. He was buried Feb. 8, 1945 in Block 7, Lot 9, Grave 1. 

Ψ¢ƘŜ {ǿŜŘŜǎΩ ǿƘƻ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ tƛǇŜǎ /ŀƴȅƻƴ ƻƴȅȄ ƳƛƴŜΥ /ŀǊƭ 
bȅōŜǊƎΣ tŜǘŜ [ŀƎŜǊ ϧ WƻƘƴ hƭǎƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƻƪΣ Ψ/ŀŎǘǳǎέ YŀǘŜ IŀǊπ
vey in 1938.                                                        Photo by Ruth Durarte 
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TT 
hank you all who elected the PAPERLESS! op-
tion. Going PAPERLESS! helps reduce operating 
expenses, frees up our volunteers, and helps 
the environment!   

Oops   Oops   Apologies to Lifetime Member, 
Lois Salzman-Johnson. Lois, and her late 
husband Ray, were both Charter Mem-
bers but inadvertently omitted from last 
ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ƘƻƴƻǊƛƴƎ [ƛŦŜǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊ 
members .   
 

Renewals Renewals LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǊŜƴŜǿŀƭΣ ȅƻǳ 
should know how important the small 
membership fee is for continuing the 
work of the Historical Society. Return 
your renewal today; help us continue to 
collect, preserve, and share our rich local history. 

New Members  New Members  LΩǾŜ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ /ƘŀƛǊ ŀƴŘ 
Co-Chair since January 2008 and continued a tradition 
of welcoming new members each newsletter. Welcome 
to the three new members since the last report, bring-

ƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƻǘŀƭ ǘƻ нмпΦ 

Give Two Gifts in One    Give Two Gifts in One      
Gift Memberships make wonderful impressions and 
ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ǘƘŜ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ ²ƛǘƘ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ Ŧŀǎǘ 

approaching, consider a Gift  Member-
ship for Dad. Each of us must think about 
building our membership base.  If  you 
need applications or envelopes, please 
contact me.   
  

5ƻƴΩǘ aƛǎǎ LƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ bƻǘƛŎŜǎ5ƻƴΩǘ aƛǎǎ LƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ bƻǘƛŎŜǎ  
Let us know of any change to your ad-
dress, telephone or email so we can 
keep you up to date with the MBHS. 

Questions or Comments?Questions or Comments?   
Hope that you enjoyed the spring flowers. 

{ǘŀȅ Ŏƻƻƭ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻǳǊ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦ  LŦ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ 
on your mind, let me know it. Contact me at 760-365-4096 
or email  pioneertowndolls@earthlink.net  
 

  τ Carole Kester 
         Membership Chair &  E-mail Coordinator 

MM EMBERSHIPEMBERSHIP   RREPORTEPORT   

WELCOME  

    NEW MEMBERS 
 

      Judy A. Litowitz  

      of Yucca Valley 
 

     Sandra V. Smith  

        of Joshua Tree 
   
        Gail E. Cochlin  

         of Orange 

mailto:pioneertowndolls@earthlink.net

