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FIELD T RIPS

the Editor

A few short weeks ago, long time newsletter
editor Sallie Brown transferred the title to me in
the form of a large manila envelope, some com-
puter files, and the assurance that if | find my-
aStF 3ASGaGAY3a GNALILISR d
catch me.

Sallie is justly credited with providing the vision
and content of this newsletter. She set a high
standard for every story, satisfied only after
gathering all the right ingredients without com-
promise. A reality that presents no small chal-
lenge for me as | attempt her recipe for success.

{FffASQa RSLI NIdzZNBE NBL
change going on here because Barbara Hatrris is
stepping away from this newsletter. While

Sallie has long been responsible for the meat of

this medium, Barbara has provided its sizzle.

# AAl 060 0O0AAILI
Sunday, March 28, 2010 1 pm
Join us for a Day Trip to Desert Hot Springs
Discover this remarkable landmark
with a private tour of the Grounds & Museum
PREREGISTRATION RHRED
CONTACTLaurie Geeson at 7686366381

or lauriegeeson25@gmail.com
52yl GA2YY bPwmn w

Covington Park & Environs

Sunday, June 13, 2010
Rescheduled from April 4th
Join us in the shade for a picnstyle potluck,
cake fund raiser, tour & talk on this
Treasured Park & Delicate Ecosystem.

Details to Come.

N Vi3

Through countlessaff A A K G SNBE > . |
rection and graphics acumen made this publica-
tion something every member could view with
pride. Barbara distilled the raw content into a

1st Wednesday History Programs

slick offering, pleasing to the eye, easy to digest
issue after issue.

Sallie and Barbara leave a legacy of loyalty and
dedication. Both stayed on far in excess of their
commitments, sacrificing what was best for
themselves in the interest of what was best for
MBHS. They leave large shoes to fill as I look
ahead.

To imagine | could replace Sallie and Barbara
would be reckless, but owing to their advice and
encouragement, plus the skill, legwork and con-
tinuity provided by remaining editorial staffer,

/' F N2t {FyRSNAZ (KSNBQJ
publish a newsletter that you will read with in-
terest, rely on for accuracy, and view with pride.

Your feedback is vital to this effort. Reader input
will both drive our content, and preserve our
drive.

Sincerely,
Mike Lipsitz, Editor
7604494048 landerscapes2@aol.com

P

TOWN O.F YUCCA VALLEY. CA

Wed. March 3
Gardening & Desert Wildflowers
Speaker: Robin Kobaly, The SummerTree Institute)
More on this Special Presentation on Page 3

Wed. April 7
Desert Christ Park Speaker: Burke LeSage

Wed. May 5
Twentynine Paim& 5 NX» [ dzO1 A SQa&
with a Voices of the Past Special Presentation
Speakers: Dick Moran & Sallie Brown

Wed. June 2
Covington Park & Morongo Valley
Speaker: Laurie Geeson

5:30- 7:30pm

$5 Donation at Door
Hi-Desert Nature Museum
next Yucca Valley Library

HI-DESERT NATURE MUSEUM

PROGRAMS RESUME IN SEPTEMBER 2010
T Laurie GeesaqrProgram Chair
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2009-2010 BOARDOF DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT LLOYD NOEL
760-364-3544 coyotepines@earthlink.net

1st VP PROPERTIES TOM GRANGER
760-365-7559 tom6818@msm.com

2nd VP BUDGET, AUDITS, FUNDRAISING,

GRANTS MIKE GATHERER
909-585-9570 mike.gatherer@charter.net

TREASURER RACHEL CRAWFORD
760-363-1340

SECRETARY CAROLE SCHREIBER
760-369-0259
desert thorn2@roadrunner.com

ROBIN KOBALY
of The SummerTree Institute

The Secrets of
Desert Wildflowers
2 Native Plants

w20Ay K2fRa I YIadSNRa
of The SummerTree Institute, a locally based Ro
profit, working on environmental education. She
spent 20 years as a BLM botanist, wildlife biologi
and natural history interpretive specialist, and ha

mental education.

w20AYy Qa
likely began as she gathered wildflowers for th
first Morongo Valley Wildflower Show in 1962
w20AyQa 3INIYRY2GKSNE a
her to collect specimens with her mother, Babd
and Aunt Laurie.

LiQa | ad2NR w20AyQa
with pride. Plan to attend this special presentation

Wed. March 3
2:30- 7:30pm
HI-DESERT

NATUREMIUSEUM
$5 Donation

received national acclaim for her work in environf

a Special First Wednesday Program presentati&h

TILAOAY I GAZY dA
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From the
President

| am pleased to report that MBHS has matured to the
point where we are able to establish a firm annual budget
plan. Additionally, our VP of Finance and Budget Com-
mittee has set performance parameters and developed
plans to build adequate cash reserves. Along with this
our committee chairs and members now have annual ex-
pectations/guidelines from which to operate.

| commend the many committee volunteers, chairs and
board members for the loyalty and dedication that has
helped to promote our organization and improved our
stability, visibility, and support of our Mission Statement.

Getting to this point required thousands of dedicated vol-
unteer hours and commitment to help our organization

grow in importance to our communities. This volunteer-

ism is a clear indication that our most valued and impor-
tant asset is our membership. These overall efforts did
y2i 0O02YS Sraixfte FyR G GAYS
volunteerism. As we move forward through this year we

are working to level the efforts for all committees and
stabilize our growth so as to improve use of volunteers

and recruit new members to help as our organization

achieves greater relevance in the Morongo Basin.

Ay o20lyes |y§m01(\ar%y9Esoq> 5 A NP

Lloyd NoelPresident

BOARD MEETINGS

Board Meetings are scheduled for the
2na TUSDAY OF cACH MONTH

March 9 @Apnl 13" wMay 11 wJune 8 wJuly 13

00 EM. at tia 2AGH= Nsusetm: b Nesexrch Cerzer inctiniders.
Members are welcome to attend.

L daUBHS MAERIVE RESRART BN BRN MRHERE S &
now has one phone number:760-364-2000

STAY UP-TO-DATE

For the latest on events, or to check out historic photo slide-shows,
interesting stories and links or to download old newsletters,
you'll want to check out the MBHS website.

www.mbhs.net
E-Mail: MBHS.history@gmail.com
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dominated by a huge stone fireplace, and tucked besidédritit, enjoyed their hospitality, and compiled a 320 word
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storage space take up the remainder of the first floor.  sonian Institute.Cabot set up a mobile grocery business in
Alaska, going to different areas and taking orders which

Anggpartment suite built o NB, ,TAfsf SRe g i Kia FLGKSNDa
S T/ Fo2uQa ~as L .
O d Ko ethe clients. It was while engaged in this enterprise that he
L . ’0 A omet then VicePresident Theodore Roosevelt and main-

has an area to showcaséained a longtime friendship with him.

ViSi(:)naryart work of Cabot/ 620 Qa FFEUOKSN) ySEG a2fR Kia
an

his friends, and hispany and moved the family to Cubwhere he built tract
. ollection of curiosities houses outside Havana. Political developments in Cuba
Artls'éccumulated through the forced the family to move to Florida, where they manufac-
years tured cigars in Key West.

G IObe T['O'ﬁt@vp floor consists ofNext Cabot

one large room with headed West. He
A h-t ﬁfé windows, affording married, fathered
I'C I e of the nearbya son, Rodney,
mogntains. The room wasand was di-

Philanth rov ﬁ;f d as a classroomorced. Cabot

hysical and the-joined the Yerxa

osophical studies thatfamily in moving

Scaveng@Fnd Portia pursuedto Riverside and

The life of Cabot Yerxa iénvesjtlng ina
almost as fantastic as the design of his sprawling puem&)mlsmg Citrus
He was born in 1883 in Hamilton, Dakota Territories, afi'cn- They lost : :
spent his early years on the Sioux Reservation where " fortune in Yerxa atop OHa
parents ran a trading post. The family left there for St. Patie "€2e of his beloved 06Merr)
Minnesota, where they ran a store. The elder Mr. Yerkd!3:
next took the family to Mexico where he taught his meCGabot then homesteaded near the desert area which later
chandizing skills and developed a taste for cigars, at legstame Desert Hot Springs. At first, he lived a rugged life,
for making them. The family next settled in Seattle, agtkeping outdoors and cooking over a campfire. Then he
soon young Cabot decided Alaska was his land of oppoHuiit a 10 by 12 foot cabin out of one inch wide boards. He
nity. Lured north by the gold rush, Cabot drove dog teamsed his artistic talent to create post cards of desert scenes
and a stage coach in the area of Nome, then set up a st@igich he sold to train passengers at the nearby rail stop of
specializing in selling cigars to the gold miners flocking@arnet, outside Palm Springs.
the area.

One of the first items Cabot obtained was a burro he

He became interested in the culture and language of thmamed Merry Christmas in honor of the day he purchased
her. He credits the burro with saving his life during a sand-
storm near Whitewater, 16 miles from home. Cabot flat-
0§SYSR KAYaStF 3ILAyad GKS |y
FNRY GKS o6f26Ay3a alyRX YR
K2YSoé {KS RARO® ! YSgaLld LISNI
appeared in theRiverside EnterpriselThe burro was also
known for her eclectic eating habits. Cabot shared what-
ever he was eating with her, in gratitude for her saving his

Field Trip

Sun, March 28 fm
Join the MBHS Day Trip
G2 /lo20Qa
PREREGISTRATION

[N

REQU'_RED life, and she reportedly ate anything, and even drank water
Gontact Laurie Geeson from a bottle and chewed tobacco.
760-363-6681

With her aid, hebuilt his first permanent shelter, which he

OFftf SR 9 3f $om calinSsiuatdd in-a halg S

Cabot excavated on what he later called Miracle Hill. The
Continued next Page

lauriegeeson25@gmail.com
Donation: $10
Bring Your Lunch
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Continued from previous page Portia Graham, was known for her work in metaphysics. Both
most pressing problem was a lack of water. Cabot and Me? and her husbanv‘sha‘r ed a belief in the probability of the
stence of other life in other worlds and welcomed con-

Christmas hauled water from Garnet, a fourteen mile rou . .
tact with those beings

trip, several times a week. The@abot dug a well, the first of
the hot water sources that later became the basis for thét age 82, Cabot Yerxa died of a heart attack in his home, th

city of Desert Hot SpringsHe dug a second well about 60@ueblo he had worked on for more than twenty years. Widely
yards from the first and discovered cold recognized for the unique structure he built, Cabot was also

water. This unusual re- known for his good deeds and
fsa22 Nedl, 9.7 O

sult occurred, Cabot R s — philanthropy. The city
later learned from ge- Duser Kot Springn, Caferes® R marked his passing by

) Cabot Yeraa sanding in frons of i
ologists, because each 1’.’:.;'1’.,‘1:.,“,'“;:;;;;;0;:7'”\ lowering flags to haif
well was located on the | &L 35 e o5 oo ’d»dglsb staff and closing City

. . o, and alwigy |
opposite side of the Hall. More than 400
San Andreas earth- mourners attended his
guake fault. In honor funeral.

vied second hand | lumbe.
of the different water I TGSNI/ 1 620G0
temperatures,  he the structure was

named the site Mira- nearly destroyed but
cle Hill. his friend, Cole Eyraud,
The U.S. entered f literally held off the
World War [, and forces of destruction
Cabot joined the by standing in the path

Army in 1918, leaving s~ of a bulldozer, shot-
behind Merry Christmas " gun in hand. He then
One story claimed he le bought the property,
her to roam free; another helped restore it, and,
said that he left her with a = SRS when he died, left it
friend. In any caseyhen he to the C|ty of Desert Hot Springs as a museum and
returned a year later, she had disappeared into the desert. art galley.

Cabot next went to Furtilla, California, now a ghost towxisitors today are struck by

near Indio, and ran a grocery store and the post office theteK S & LINI g6t Ay »
Some time later, he went to Europe to travel and study artnmarriage of folly and inge- % &

Paris, but again returned to California where he ran a grocgrylzA G @ ® / I 6 2
d02NB Ay a22NLJ Nl ® . & wmdon mstandk&a Ronderit wr @w&@a %m
he!pgd found the city pf 'D'ese_rt Hot Sprlngg. He continued tjne splrlt o'f adygnture and | T ——
painting career, specializing in works depicting the Cahudiaativity, inspiring and Desert Hot Springs, CA 92240
Indians. attracting many who an- ’

| 760-329-7610  866-941-7610

In 1945 Cabot Yerxa married for a second time. His Wﬂ*é’,er the call of the desert
www.cabotsmuseum.org
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:g’ mf?// 2 Driving DirectionsTake
f;%g‘\v Twentynine Palms Highway
i:” /]Sgl- cabot's || West toward Desert Hot
“é;if? ll pueblo Il Springs. Turn left at traffic
N = r___‘,_:gaé}q‘m Museum ||| light on N. Indian Canyon Dr.
¥ \\ —;p?; = "“’%"“U Continue on N. Indian Canyan
eI ﬂ lsgjgwd;gumml to Pierson Blvd. and turn left.
6T i -"-’L‘;To‘.‘iiﬁ&*“f | Follow Pierson to Palm Dr.,
DL'_J__MWE.,MM 1 mlr%\*"f EE %,mﬁ{{,ﬁ[ [& / and go right. Follow Palm Dr.
ﬁf;f E?Dl_\ \dﬂb’ ‘[] ';' o'”][_ ‘JULPF “““"U to Desert View Ave. and turn
1 g } tSFio /lro2d3Q4
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M EMBERSHIP REPORT

= hank you all who have renewed your membefive Two Gifts in One
I— AKALIA® wSySslta | NB GfiMeRlyerships hakswbnderf@ dssidhLandy § §
operating expenses and continue progranit KSe& o6SYySFTFAG GKS | Aadi2NRO
ming. Again, thanks so much for your loyalty and stp+ € = 91 A4 SNE a2GKSNJ I yR C
port! O2NYSNE UGUKAY] lFto2dzi 3IADAY.

RenewalsL T e2dz KI @
newed, you should know how im
portant this small membership fee i NEwW MEMBERS 52yQi aAdaad LYLR
Ior_ colnténw_n? thglwork oftthe His Linda & Bob Bailey Please let us know of any
orical Society. Please return yol of Morongo Valley change to your address, tele-

- - introduce ourselves along with
WELCOME a warmGift Letterfrom you.

renewal today; help us continue ti phone or email so we can keep
collect, preserve, and share the ric Eugene & Kathryn Warthan you up to date with the His-
history of the Morongo Basin. of Yucca Valley torical Society.

MNew MembersL Q@S & SN Community Off Road Watch Questions or Comments?
bership Chair and GBhair since Organization ol.anders | 2yGFOG YS oo
Bernice Falltrick passed the reins 0 aGiftfrom Eve Vykydal 4 ¢ | G Qx 2y &2 dzNJg

January 2008 and have continueu
the tradition of welcoming new mem- : .
6SNE SIOK ySgatSidsSNw 2SaNB GKkNAtt SR WTVBWCE v s
new memberships since the last report, bringing the mail Coordinator
{20AS0eQa YSYOSNBRKALI 02 u760-3684)96H0ngicReertowndolls@earthlink.net

T Carole Kester
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