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TThe lasting
legacies
of two ladies
vdoud

knr s

Helen Dorothy Dotts

n this issue, we honor two locabecome the founders of the Morongo
women for the rich legacies theyBasin Historical Society.

tSTU KSNB® , dzOOF pahoff88 Q5 Wadn Yorothly

pictured above in front of the sign shey ...« <ot Dotts was a prolific iour-
battled to make right, spent a hal? {nsed. P J

century here making history and
cording it.

I nice Falltrick and Helen Dotts were to

alist, philanthropist and determined

refeader of many local clubs and com-
munity organizations.

When she passed away in 1998, three

local ladies were there to pick up

where Joan left off. Ruth Long, Ber-

The stories of these
remarkable women are brought
to light on pages 4 & 5 >>>




NOMINATION SLATE FOR
BOARD OF DIRECTORS ELECTION

NOMINATIONSLATES. CANDIDATEHRESUMES

PRESIDENT 2ND \/ICE PRESIDENT

Barbara Harris Lloyd Noel
If elected, Barbara will bring over 25 If elected, to the MBHS Board of Direc-
years of business experience managingtors as vice president in charge of fi-

Moronélo Basin Adset Gratph'cls a|1|n idV?Lt'S'ng tf:crm nance, | will continue to be an active
Historical Society now operating locally. For the past 1ive part of the gU|d|ng efforts to expand
"é%“n’:l'n",'l‘mgg years she has served as Creative Chaig support MBHS. As the immediate
Belle Nea for MBHS warking on .SUCh p_rOJects aspast president of MBHS and with 34
Mike Lipsitz the newsletter, promoting various pro- B £ servic he federal goyer
INF Ya FYR Fdy RNI A &SAROeych B Ahe Popg goyery-
SN CFNDFNFQa ySEG Oz yR¥eRLg!yal\PHng 1o ghe Seciety we
nominates the slate serve as president. Complemented by N€cessary continuity and extensive
to the right for the the other board members, Barbara will managerial, personnel and business
2010-2011 MBHS infuse her creative style into the dag  skills needed to fulfill the fiduciary re-
Soairel of Dlrsciors -day business operations of MBHS. sponsibilities required by MBHS and its
Nominations members.

will also be taken
from the floor

15" VICEPRESIDENT TREASURER

at the
11" Annual Gail Bracy Rachel Crawford
Membership Meeting . - . .
S0 Sty Saot, 26 Prior to moving to Yucca Valley two Rachel currently holds this office and

has repeatedly proven her skills and
diligence in this area during her term .
As the incumbent, Rachel will also
bring added continuity to the board if
re-elected.

years ago, Gail was a member and vol-
unteer for the Solana Beach Historical

Please plan

to attend i
this special Society where she researched and

meeting. gathered various documents and pho-
tographs for the newsletter which she

composed and edited. She also partici- _
On behalf of pated in fundraising, living history SECRETARY

the Morongo Basin events, and membership drives. These Carole Schreiber
Aistorical Society, and other skills are transferrable to the Carole currently holds this office and
we extend . . . )
oUr sincere office of 1st VP in charge of properties. has repeatedly proven her skills and
gratitude to the if elected. Gail is also seeking regular diligence in this area during her term.
2010 - 2011 employment in the Basin, and says that As the incumbent, Carole will also
Boar(:oorftﬁ'er_fcmfs she thrives on being able to success- bring added continuity to the board if
| . .
service and fully juggle multiple hats. re-elected.
dedication.
A A A / =
¢ e ¢ ANNUAL MEMBER MEETING
Lloyd Noel o\ _ o
Tom Granger { EAR IN REVIEW

Mike Gatherer

Rachel Crawford SUNDAY |, SEPT. 26

Z 2PM CaAL

Carole Schreiber 12:30 PM Meet & Greer L TO ORDER
c ¢ ¢ MBHS Museum & RESEARCH CENTER E 632 LANDERS LANE [ LANDERS
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1st WEDNESDAYPROGRAM |

Frank Critzer

ANDTHE

Legend of Giant Rock

GERMANSPYORECCENTRRROSPECTGR
g — —

>

Tall tales, legends and local loi
surround the life of Frank Critzel = %
the secretive strange who be .+ ¥
friended George Van Tasse;, e
cleared a now forgotten airstrip and 64 miles of
local road in this remote part of the Mojave De-
sert. Find out what made Frank Critzer excavate
home for himself and his only companion under-
neath a 25,000 ton boulder. Barbara Harris will
solve these mysteries and many more Wed., Sept.
1 at the HiDesert Nature Museum next to the
Yucca Valley Community Center.

Harris will present the findings of years of inde-
pendent research and study of documents and
photos provided by the Critzer family. Finally,
someone will demystify much of the speculation

ddzNNR dzy RAy3 G(KA& SEGN
miss it!
a2NB 2y . I ND I vwWivgantrobkBades oD K

Wednesday, Sept.*1

In stock & available
Booklet 1
STORIES OF THE PAST
Early Settlers of the Morongo Basin

The first booklet of this new series
on local history has arrived. Get your copy of
— & |

STORIES OF THE PAS
Early Settlers of the Morongo B

only $495 at the
MBHS Gift Shop

Travel back in time through the stories of 12 gritty
pioneers and their families who braved the hard-
ships of the desert to settle here in the early days.

Booklet 2, available later this year, will chronicle 12
more settlers of the Morongo Basin. Planned for
coming additions is a focus on the development of
GKS . lFaAyQa dzyAljdzsS (2s6ya

Start your own collection, or take some for gifting.

STORIEs o

Early Settlers of 4

F THE pagy

he m,
oro
Booklet Ng ¢ Ngo Basin

2 NRAVY I

5:30- 7:00 pm

$5 Suggested DonatianPayable at the Door
HI-DESERT NATURE MUSEUM

L
First Wednesday Programs are jointly presented by the
Morongo Basin Historical SocietyHi-Desert Nature Museum

STAY UP-TO-DATE

For the latest on events, or to check out historic photo slide-shows,
interesting stories and links or to download old newsletters,
you'll want to check out the MBHS website.

www.mbhs.net
E-Mail: MBHS.history@gmail.com

Fall 2010
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http://www.giantrockproject.com

ing campaign began. Joan raised more than $10,000, not
oan Wilson was a large woman, physically, in infliall of it legally. She put a lot of effort into a raffle. Joan

ence and accomplishments. Her achievements rangdded selling extra raffle tickets by stuffing them in mail to
from bringing cable TV to town in 1956 to compiling somé&iends, relatives and property owners. Even a warning by
of the first detailed histories of the area. She played a ma U.S. Postal Inspector that her methods were illegal did-
jor part in the birth of theHi-Desert Starhelped to get Yy Qi RA & &adzZ- RS KSNX
area chlldre_n inoculated _agamst polio, and was a terlEf_'ater that day Joan went to the Yucca post office, which
cious fundraiser for a multitude of worthy local causes. 6153 AYVAARS | FNRSaGeoa {d2N
Born Joan Ursula Brown in Oakland in 1915, she was &+ AR A4KSQR 0SSy F2NBgl NYySR
phaned at an early age. She he solicitations. So Joan dashed down to Desert Hot Springs
to leave school after '8 grade and did her mailing.
bh"tcsuse |°f poor "'S'Or::f IH Joan | SNJ FNASYRAKALI 6AGK CNI Y]
thick eyeglasses were a lielo proved valuable on many occasions. He often found him-
trademark. Joan was youn

. . self extricating Joan from hot
when she married Woodro I , ;
. | h -
Wilson, a stonemason. In 194 WI Son water. One cold day in the win
they moved with their three

J by Carol Sanders ~When Yucca Valley needed a hospital, a massive fund rais-

GSNJ 2F WecmI W2\
: sheriffs meeting in their cars for
small children from Los Angelg g lack of an office. She appealed
to Yucca Valley, then a dese H |St0 ry to local merchants for funds to
enclave of perhaps 300 res . rent a meeting space for the
dents. Joan vwgsvtoA becpme Vth Mak|n deputies. A merchant asked
KAIK RSAaSNIL Oz g Joan to sto i
p soliciting. She re
ardent booster for the next hal Historian fused, so a complaint went to
century. g Sheriff Bland. Not eager to rep-
Early on, she attended chamber of commerce meeting rimand Joan, Sheriff Bland
When the chamber wanted a local paper to carry ne turned to County Supervisors
and ads, Joan adopted the cause. She investigated s 3l who saw their way clear to rent
publications in Big Bear and Cabazon, and talked td 4 the deputies an office.
LINAYGSNI Ay 5SaSNI 124 {L 3L AR .KS QR _Jdzo £ A 3
, dzZ0O0F LI LISNJ F2NJ al 0O2dzLd S_FF _Kaxw Tanns .A"’."%@D? fﬁﬁg’%w é:ﬁ y
iShing “Dese ark,
rowed $300 and went to work. She_r became ad_ manag<" ' Yucca Valley Parks & Recreation
an_d, ofteq, News reporter_. She delivered matengl to thzepartment, Pioneer Pass Golf Challenge, Grubstake Days
printer, picked up the finished bapers and circulate nd in obtaining streetlights and home numbering in
them. Joan, C.H. Jacobs and Ruth Dietman staffed the R8wn
per, working for no pay. In 1950, less than a year after the o o
first issue appeared, the operation was purchased by prd-Y UKS wmdy nQa W2Fy LISUAUA2Z)
fessionals. Ultimately it became thé-Desert Star at the entrance to Yucca Valley. It noted the population as
. 9,400 which Joan knew was way too low. Unable to per-
Wherever there was a need, Joan Wllso_n was there. O fiade Caltrans to correct the error, Joan coordinated local
time an auto accident left a local man with a brok_en Ieg(esources to research, fund and erect a sign near the top
Two hour§ passed before the one qmbulance arrived be- GKS . dzo étl' Df\l\]- 23S b L uéf NE | .
Ol dzaS LINA2NARGe ¢Syl (2 ¢9g th t I 3 aAd I K&
only hospital. The community, greatly helped by the Lions '4%{? ?"Ag%ﬁ P,eoﬁldz 9}’[’3 ! S E {2 Nﬁ%(&
Club and Joan Wilson, purchased a used ambulance ©KS Ol LlJauz2ysS 2F¥ W2l yQa | OK.
Yucca Valley. Its first big call was for a seriously injuréd eight local history books compiled from borrowed pho-
woman. Joan wanted to ride inside, but insurance forbadt®s, old news clippings and interviews. Today, the books
it so Joan followed in her own car. En route the ambuare invaluable resources on local history. On Sept. 18,
lance headlights failed so Joan took the lead. Pedal to tH&98, Joan was at work on a ninth book when she died.
metal, horn blaring, Joan played escort. When a Highwdy2 'y 2 At azyQa tAFS FyR S@OS
Patrol pulled them over, fast talking Joan quickly had théed to the history of 28 century Morongo Basin.
group speeding along again, now with a C.H.P. escort.
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n the week before Sept. 18, 199®ng time friends

. ) Helen was as generous as she was competitive and de-
Helen Dotts, Bernice Falltrick and Ruth Lanet to g P

di th i  local t Th h dmanding. As did others, she often personally paid the bill
diSCUss the preservation of local treasures. 1hey Shared g\ a1q projectdn 2003, she proposed a building fund
interest in genealogy and history and the recéiting of a

o A« PO A . be.establi to raise fu r useu ce and re-
100year2 t R 1 2y Se asSaldAus @ggréw cg:éﬂ iﬁ\li(ugcli @gfégﬁs d%ﬁtp the first
Sﬂemog_s trated the hneeg t(;) organize. It was cut down b$/1,000;others followed. In 2005 Vernette Landers died

hr. dltterr]man who -ha Fur and left her locally important homand historically signifi-
ge?osri 'IEh(; t?;ggi:g q rt]?ete 3\? cant original Landers Post Offite the MBHS. For some,
L : the bequest represented an answer to their prayers and
said to provide a foot of shad iKS {20AS0280a 32+Ltad CKEQG
for every ring in its trunk. in Yucca Valley, as the Founders had envisioned, was a dis
appointment to some, perhaps especially Helen.

2AG0K FGOGSYyldAz2zy y2¢ 3A2Ay3a
| St SyQa RAAIFLILRAYyGYSYyGs TFI
be closer to family, Helen begaealing back her involve-
&ngnt i? lih%%ocietyand moved to Beaumont soon after.

I all she did was meticulously planned argjanized.

Garnett Stockton, former owne
of the property where the tree
stood, loved the old tree and ha
arranged a picnic table an
chairs under its outstretchec
fAYoad {KSQR 4
30 years of growth. She died th
year before Gitterman
came along, so was spare g
knowledge of the old
iNBESQa T
Helen Dotts, Bernice Fal &
trick and Ruth Long were
not so unaware. The fell §
ing of the tree left them

an experience they did no Y,

wish to see repeated anc B L i
they began looking for
others with an interest in[ellElepAVcse|tii=NE:
preserving and protecting local sites and history.

A meeting was called for Sept. 12, 1998, and 35 peo| & WSS ARy VA E Sl e S
showed up at the Community Center. A large Steeri Ruth' [Long worked withr ethers to sort through the thou-
Committee was formed and met weekly for planning se sands;of decuments Wilsen' left behind. It took a year.

sions. On Feb. 20, 1999, the Morongo Basin Historical Spgeer insistent on being first, Helen Dorothy Dotts was the
ety was Chartered-elen Dotts, Bernice Falltrick and Ruth A NBE (G 2F GKS {20ASGé&Qa T2 dzy

Long were named its founders. Helen, in her eagernesspjiac > wamn® ! yR gKAES 6SQ@OS
be first in everything she did, was a fountain of inspirand controversial figure, Helen Dotts left a laudable legacy
tion, information and encouragement to that group. likely to outlive us all.

During the time before the charter, the three future foung L. NBXYSYOSNJ | St Sy FT2NJ KSNJ
RSNBE FyYR 20KSNB aSi I o2 dzigrogmihdlBtdoiorh drivektdl&ehigdea gdMRNOW, ahdhher?
collection of documents and relics. A fa2 months was impatience with those who took a little more time to ac-
spent sifting through heaps of historical papers and phot@s2 YLJX A 8K (GKAy3&az¢é¢ al AR wdziK
Wilson had hoarded in her hom&he heaps were organ-often, but Helen was a toughminded lady with an impish
ized into what was the start the MBHS archive. sense of humor and we always remained friends. Rest in
1§t Sy KR F aNBrid RSEt 2 THSQT 28R sNIAFINRGRYR 2 85 &ited
opment. When Paul Cook, the first president, needed tthanks to #Besert Sidhe Heritage of Yucc&®Wlepng, Lloyd
resign midway into his term, Helen assumed the offite.Noel, Carol Sanders, Carole Schreiber, Wanda Stadum and
was a position she likely wanted all along. While in officey their assistance and contributions to these stories.
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SUSTAINING MEMBER HONOR ROLE

Julianne Koza

Harriet & Don LaFevrg
Virginia Lilly

Jeannie Lindberg
Mike Lipsitz

Judy Litowitz

Marion Lovelace
Norma J. Mackie

Ann Maier

Rosemary Mallett

Roberta & James McClure
Pamela McMackin

Robin & Douglas McManigill

Jeff & Kay Meads
Douglas Miller

Art & Roxanne Miller, Jr&
Ernie & Louise Molnar

Richard Moran

Andrew Mueller

Courtland Prittyie
& Betty Munson

William Neeb &

Robert Oliver, Jr.

Linda Jane Paino

Helen Patten

James Patterson

Barton & Muriel Pederser

Kimberly Pederson

Marcia Pfingsten

George Piatko

Lance & Nancy Gent for
Plaza Art & Frame

John, Deen &
Georgeanne Pohl

Ronald & Gayle Montgomery Laurie Riedel

Delfina Moore

Pat & Sid Rimmington

his issue we honor the remainder of our current, sustaining members.
Last issue we honored the first half of these members
Those members from the list below who signed the original charter are denoted with.a

Katherine Ring

Barbara Robertson

James & Nancy Sammons

Neal Samson

Carol Sanders

Carole Schreiber

Elizabeth, Matt &
Jessica Shickler

Tina Shurley

Susan & David Simmons

Alleene Skinner

Paul & Jane Smitkz

Sandra Smith

Gay Smith

hYSNJ Q[ SaQ

Bill Souder

Robert Stephenson

Carol Swain

Doreen Thompson

Thomas Tomcko
Gerald & Judith Tynes
Estelle & Robert Vatter
Buck & Carol Vaughn
Brad & Debbie Vickery
Eve Vykydal
Mert Waite &
Eugene & Kathryn Warthan
Raelene Ross

& James Wharff
Alice Whytock
Dorothea Williams
Bill Wilsong
Marjorie Wimberly

{ v DalehdlWing

Shirley Wyss
Stanley Zarakov
Craig ZimmermasRupe

& Charter Member

Bakeless
Bake Sale

Thanks so much to the 62

The dough will help
pay to bring power to the
old Landers Post Office Exhibit.
Hsdér mns snn
to help us reach that goal.
Please send your contribution today.

Sallie Brown
Bakeless Chiir

MBHS MJSEUM& RESEARCKENTER
now has one phone number:

760-364-2000

Fall 2010

HRefgibers
whose contribution$ldé 2ar| tola

Volunteer Spotlight

Volunteers are essential to the well being of MBHS. Board positior
and committee chairpersons are probably the most visible volun

teers, but others, like Ron Montgomern=s=
carry out their good deeds away from tlf

gomery tends the gardens and lanf"
scaping at the MBHS Museum & Reseg
Center in Landers. Anyone who has e
visited the 2.5 acre property knows th
caring for it is not for anyone afraid of ol 4
uAy3 UKSAN KIyRA& :

unique and inspiring varieties of cactus g __
lRativé glants and trees are the legacy &
Vernette Landers, who left the property %
MBHS.

Montgomery is retired U.S. Navy. Probalt =
no one is better suited to watch over tif =

rty since he and his wife, Gayle,
tired to their home located on the adjoini
property three years ago.

Many more volunteer positions are ava
able, both indoors and out! Let us know|
you have a little time and want to pitch in.
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M EMBERSHIP REPORT

= hank you all who elected thEAPERLES&- Each of us must think about building our membership base.
tion. GoingPAPERLES®Ips reduce operatingGift Memberships are easy and appreciated twice! The holi-
expenses, frees up our volunteers, and helﬂé‘ys are just around the corner and a gift membership is a

great way to give someone you love the

the environment!

ability to help preserve our local history.
RenewalsPlease note the expiration date WELCOME We will write a warm letter on your behalf
on your address labelWhen you renew NEW M EMBER and welcome your gift recipient on the
your membership without being invoiced Gail Bracy RFe 2F @2dz2NJ OK22aAy3
cuts expenses. Last month 92 Invoices wk of Yucca Valley and so will MBHS. Call me if you have
mailed. Most were promptly returned, bu questions. If you need applications or
44 memberships will lapse September Condolences envelopes, please contact me.
PLEASE look at your label and renew if y ili . o ; .,
term is near. If you elected to receive th to;g;z;aggﬁss’ of Szyon aiada L/ Pleasel
paperless Newsletter, you will receive a p George & Mary Knight let us know of any chang.e to your ad-
perless invoice as well. and Leola Lane dress, telephone or gmall SO we can
New Members L Q@S a SNBSS keep you up to date with the MBHS.

ship Chair and GGhair since January 2008 and contityuestions or Comments® hope to see you at the Annual
ued a tradition of welcoming new members eachnews-SSiAy3 sAGK O022f SNJ RI&aaod
letter. Welcome new member Gail Bracy, your mermind, let me know it.

OSNBEKALI oNAYy3Ja (GKS {20ASieQa WSCamEKesterA LI G2d0Ft G2

L . . . Membership Chair & -Bhail Coordinator
Give Two Gifts in OneGift Memberships make won- : P .
pioneertowndolls@earthlink.net

derful impressions and benefit the Historical Society. 260-3654096
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