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II  
n this issue, we honor two local 
women for the rich legacies they 

ƭŜŦǘ ƘŜǊŜΦ ¸ǳŎŎŀ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΩǎ Wƻŀƴ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΣ 
pictured above in front of the sign she 
battled to make right, spent a half 
century here making history and re-
cording it.  

When she passed away in 1998, three 
local ladies were there to pick up 
where Joan left off.  Ruth Long, Ber-

nice Falltrick and Helen Dotts were to 
become the founders of the Morongo 
Basin Historical Society.  

This summer we lost Helen Dorothy 
Dotts (inset). Dotts was a prolific jour-
nalist, philanthropist and determined 
leader of many local clubs and com-
munity organizations.  

The stories of these The stories of these   

remarkable women are brought remarkable women are brought   

to light on pages 4 & 5 >>>to light on pages 4 & 5 >>>  

Helen Dorothy DottsHelen Dorothy Dotts   

Joan WilsonJoan Wilson  
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NNOMINATIONOMINATION  SSLATELATE  & C& CANDIDATEANDIDATE  RRESUMESESUMES  

PPRESIDENTRESIDENT  

11STST  VVICEICE  PPRESIDENTRESIDENT  

22NDND  VVICEICE  PPRESIDENTRESIDENT  

TTREASURERREASURER  

SSECRETARYECRETARY  

Gail Bracy 
Prior to moving to Yucca Valley two 
years ago, Gail was a member and vol-
unteer for the Solana Beach Historical 
Society where she researched and 
gathered various documents and pho-
tographs for the newsletter which she 
composed and edited. She also partici-
pated in fund-raising, living history 
events, and membership drives. These 
and other skills are transferrable to the 
office of 1st VP in charge of properties. 
if elected. Gail is also seeking regular  
employment in the Basin, and says that 
she thrives on being able to success-
fully juggle multiple hats. 

Barbara Harris 
If elected, Barbara will bring over 25 
years of business experience managing 
Adset Graphics, an advertising firm, 
now operating locally. For the past five 
years she has served as Creative Chair 
for MBHS working on such projects as  
the newsletter, promoting various pro-
ƎǊŀƳǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊǎΦ LǘΩǎ ƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǘƘŀǘ 
.ŀǊōŀǊŀΩǎ ƴŜȄǘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ  ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƻ 
serve as president. Complemented by 
the other board members, Barbara will 
infuse her creative style into the day-to
-day business operations of MBHS. 

Lloyd Noel 
If elected, to the MBHS Board of Direc-
tors as vice president in charge of fi-
nance, I will continue to be an active 
part of the guiding efforts to expand 
and support MBHS. As the immediate 
past president of MBHS and with 34 
years of service to the federal govern-
ment, I will bring to the Society the 
necessary continuity and extensive 
managerial, personnel and business 
skills needed to fulfill the fiduciary re-
sponsibilities required by MBHS and its 
members. 

Rachel Crawford 
Rachel currently holds this office and 
has repeatedly proven her skills and 
diligence  in this area during her term . 
As the incumbent, Rachel will also 
bring added continuity to the board if 
re-elected. 

Carole Schreiber 
Carole currently holds this office and 
has repeatedly proven her skills and 
diligence  in this area during her term. 
As the incumbent, Carole will also 
bring added continuity to the board if 
re-elected. 

Dale NoelDale Noel  

Mike LipsitzMike Lipsitz  

  

The committee The committee   

nominates the slate nominates the slate 

to the right for the to the right for the   

20102010--2011 MBHS 2011 MBHS 

Board of Directors. Board of Directors.   

  

Nominations Nominations   

will also be taken will also be taken   

from the floor from the floor   

at the at the   

1111thth
  Annual Annual   

Membership Meeting Membership Meeting   

on Sunday, Sept. 26on Sunday, Sept. 26  
  

Please plan Please plan   

to attendto attend  

this specialthis special  

meeting.meeting.  

AA NNUALNNUAL   MMEMBEREMBER   MMEETINGEETING   
&  &  YY EAREAR   ININ   RREVIEWEVIEW   

SSUNDAYUNDAY , , SSEPTEPT . 26. 26   
12:30 12:30 PMPM     MMEETEET   &&   GGREETREET         ɆɆ      22PMPM     CCALLALL   TOTO   OORDERRDER   

MBHS  MMBHS  M USEUMUSEUM     &&   RR ESEARCHESEARCH   CCENTERENTER   Ɇ  Ɇ  6363 2 2 LANDERSLANDERS   LANELANE   Ɇ Ɇ   LANDERSLANDERS   

  

On behalf of On behalf of   

the Morongo Basin the Morongo Basin 

Historical Society, Historical Society,   

we extend we extend   

our sincereour sincere  

gratitude to the gratitude to the   
2010 2010 --  20112011  

Board of DirectorsBoard of Directors  

for theirfor their  

service and service and   

dedication.dedication.  
  

ĉ ĉ ĉĉ ĉ ĉ  
  

Lloyd NoelLloyd Noel  

Tom Granger Tom Granger   

Mike GathererMike Gatherer  

Rachel CrawfordRachel Crawford  

Carole SchreiberCarole Schreiber  
  

ĉ ĉ ĉĉ ĉ ĉ  
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In stock & available ... 
 

  Booklet 1 
 

SSTORIESTORIES   OFOF  THETHE   PPASTAST  
Early Settlers of the Morongo Basin 

 

The first booklet of this new series  
on local history has arrived. Get your copy of  

 

SSTORIESTORIES   OFOF  THETHE   PPASTAST  
Early Settlers of the Morongo Basin 

only $4.95  at the  

MBHS Gift Shop MBHS Gift Shop   
 

Travel back in time through the stories of 12 gritty 
pioneers and their families who braved the hard-
ships of the desert to settle here in the early days. 
 

Booklet 2, available later this year, will chronicle 12 
more settlers of the Morongo Basin. Planned for 
coming additions is a focus on the development of 
ǘƘŜ .ŀǎƛƴΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǘƻǿƴǎΦ  
 

Start your own collection, or take some for gifting.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4ÁÍÍÁȭÓ -ÁÇÉÃ -ÅÒÃÁÎÔÉÌÅ  

hƭŘ ¢ƻǿƴ  ¸ǳŎŎŀ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ  ω   рртнт IǿȅΦ сн ω тсл-369-1970 
    hǇŜƴ 9ǾŜǊȅ 5ŀȅ ω мл ŀƳ- 5 pm 

11st  st  WWEDNESDAYEDNESDAY  PPROGRAMROGRAM  

  
 

Frank Critzer Frank Critzer   
ANDAND  THETHE    

Legend of Giant RockLegend of Giant Rock  
GERMAN SPY OR ECCENTRIC PROSPECTOR? 

 

Tall tales, legends and local lore 
surround the life of Frank Critzer, 
the secretive strange who be-
friended George Van Tassel, 
cleared a now forgotten airstrip and 64 miles of 
local road in this remote part of the Mojave De-
sert. Find out what made Frank Critzer excavate a 
home for himself and his only companion under-
neath a 25,000 ton boulder. Barbara Harris will 
solve these mysteries and many more Wed., Sept. 
1 at the Hi-Desert Nature Museum next to the 
Yucca Valley Community Center.  

Harris will present the findings of years of inde-
pendent research and study of documents and 
photos provided by the Critzer family. Finally, 
someone will demystify much of the speculation 
ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŜȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ 
miss it! 

aƻǊŜ ƻƴ .ŀǊōŀǊŀΩǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛǎ ŀǘ www.giantrockproject.com 

Wednesday,  Sept. 1Wednesday,  Sept. 1stst  

5:30 5:30 --  7:00 pm 7:00 pm   
 

$5 Suggested Donation$5 Suggested DonationττPayable at the DoorPayable at the Door  
  

First Wednesday Programs are jointly presented by the  
Morongo Basin Historical Society & Hi-Desert Nature Museum  

http://www.giantrockproject.com
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JJ 
oan Wilson was a large woman, physically, in influ-

ence and accomplishments. Her achievements ranged 
from bringing cable TV to town in 1956 to compiling some 
of the first detailed histories of the area. She played a ma-
jor part in the birth of the Hi-Desert Star, helped to get 
area children inoculated against polio, and was a tena-
cious fundraiser for a multitude of worthy local causes. 

Born Joan Ursula Brown in Oakland in 1915, she was or-
phaned at an early age. She had 
to leave school after 8th grade 
because of poor vision. Her 
thick eyeglasses were a lifelong 
trademark. Joan was young 
when she married Woodrow 
Wilson, a stonemason. In 1949 
they moved with their three 
small children from Los Angeles 
to Yucca Valley, then a desert 
enclave of perhaps 300 resi-
dents. Joan was to become this 
ƘƛƎƘ ŘŜǎŜǊǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ 
ardent booster for the next half 
century. 

Early on, she attended chamber of commerce meetings. 
When the chamber wanted a local paper to carry news 
and ads, Joan adopted the cause. She investigated small 
publications in Big Bear and Cabazon, and talked to a 
ǇǊƛƴǘŜǊ ƛƴ 5ŜǎŜǊǘ Iƻǘ {ǇǊƛƴƎǎ ǿƘƻ ǎŀƛŘ ƘŜΩŘ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘ ŀ 
¸ǳŎŎŀ ǇŀǇŜǊ ŦƻǊ άŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ ŘƻƭƭŀǊǎΦέ Wƻŀƴ ōƻǊπ
rowed $300 and went to work. She became ad manager 
and, often, news reporter. She delivered material to the 
printer, picked up the finished papers and circulated 
them. Joan, C.H. Jacobs and Ruth Dietman staffed the pa-
per, working for no pay. In 1950, less than a year after the 
first issue appeared, the operation was purchased by pro-
fessionals. Ultimately it became the Hi-Desert Star. 

Wherever there was a need, Joan Wilson was there. One 
time an auto accident left a local man with a broken leg. 
Two hours passed before the one ambulance arrived be-
ŎŀǳǎŜ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ¢ǿŜƴǘȅƴƛƴŜ tŀƭƳǎΣ ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ 
only hospital. The community, greatly helped by the Lions 
Club and Joan Wilson, purchased a used ambulance for 
Yucca Valley. Its first big call was for a seriously injured 
woman. Joan wanted to ride inside, but insurance forbade 
it so Joan followed in her own car. En route the ambu-
lance headlights failed so Joan took the lead. Pedal to the 
metal, horn blaring, Joan played escort. When a Highway 
Patrol pulled them over, fast talking Joan quickly had the 
group speeding along again, now with a C.H.P. escort. 

When Yucca Valley needed a hospital, a massive fund rais-
ing campaign began. Joan raised more than $10,000, not 
all of it legally. She put a lot of effort into a raffle. Joan 
tried selling extra raffle tickets by stuffing them in mail to 
friends, relatives and property owners. Even a warning by 
a U.S. Postal Inspector that her methods were illegal did-
ƴΩǘ ŘƛǎǎǳŀŘŜ ƘŜǊΦ  

Later that day Joan went to the Yucca post office, which 
ǿŀǎ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ IŀǊŘŜǎǘȅΩǎ {ǘƻǊŜΦ tƻǎǘƳƛǎǘǊŜǎǎ IƛƭŘŀ IŀǊŘŜǎǘȅ 
ǎŀƛŘ ǎƘŜΩŘ ōŜŜƴ ŦƻǊŜǿŀǊƴŜŘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ WƻŀƴΩǎ ǊŀŦŦƭŜ ǘƛŎƪŜǘ 
solicitations. So Joan dashed down to Desert Hot Springs 
and did her mailing.  

IŜǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ CǊŀƴƪ .ƭŀƴŘΣ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƘŜŀŘ ǎƘŜǊƛŦŦΣ 
proved valuable on many occasions. He often found him-

self extricating Joan from hot 
water. One cold day in the win-
ǘŜǊ ƻŦ ΨсмΣ Wƻŀƴ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
sheriffs meeting in their cars for 
lack of an office. She appealed 
to local merchants for funds to 
rent a meeting space for the 
deputies. A merchant asked 
Joan to stop soliciting. She re-
fused, so a complaint went to 
Sheriff Bland. Not eager to rep-
rimand Joan, Sheriff Bland 
turned to County Supervisors 
who saw their way clear to rent 
the deputies an office. 

Joan was instrumental in estab-
lishing Desert-Christ Park, the 

Yucca Valley Parks & Recreation 
Department, Pioneer Pass Golf Challenge, Grubstake Days, 
and in obtaining  streetlights and home numbering in 
town. 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ мфулΩǎ Wƻŀƴ ǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴŜŘ /ŀƭǘǊŀƴǎ ǘƻ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƛƎƴ 
at the entrance to Yucca Valley. It noted the population as 
9,400 which Joan knew was way too low. Unable to per-
suade Caltrans to correct the error, Joan coordinated local 
resources to research, fund and erect a sign near the top 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ǳŎŎŀ DǊŀŘŜΦ Lǘ ǊŜŀŘΥ ά¸ǳŎŎŀ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΣ /ŀΦ tƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ 
22,428 Delightful People (ŀƴŘ ! CŜǿ {ƻǊŜƘŜŀŘǎΧύέΦ 

¢ƘŜ ŎŀǇǎǘƻƴŜ ƻŦ WƻŀƴΩǎ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǿŀǎ ƘŜǊ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ 
of eight local history books compiled from borrowed pho-
tos, old news clippings and interviews. Today, the books 
are invaluable resources on local history. On Sept. 18, 
1998, Joan was at work on a ninth book when she died. 
Wƻŀƴ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ƘŜǊ ŘŜŀǘƘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ƛƴŜȄǘǊƛŎŀōƭȅ 
tied to the history of 20th century Morongo Basin.  

 

by Carol Sanders 

Joan Joan   

WilsonWilson   

  

HistoryHistory     

Making Making   

HistorianHistorian   

Joan Wilson, 1973Joan Wilson, 1973   
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II  
n the week before Sept. 18, 1998, long time friends 
Helen Dotts, Bernice Falltrick and Ruth Long met to 

discuss the preservation of local treasures. They shared an 
interest in genealogy and history and the recent felling of a 
100-year-ƻƭŘ IƻƴŜȅ aŜǎǉǳƛǘŜ ǘǊŜŜ ƴŜŀǊ ²ŀǊǊŜƴΩǎ ƘŀŘ 
demonstrated the need to organize. It was cut down by 
Mr. Gitterman who had pur-
chased the property not long 
before. The treasured tree was 
said to provide a foot of shade 
for every ring in its trunk.  

Garnett Stockton, former owner 
of the property where the tree 
stood, loved the old tree and had 
arranged a picnic table and 
chairs under its outstretched 
ƭƛƳōǎΦ {ƘŜΩŘ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ 
30 years of growth. She died the 
year before Gitterman 
came along, so was spared 
knowledge of the old 
ǘǊŜŜΩǎ ŦŀǘŜΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ 
Helen Dotts, Bernice Fall-
trick and Ruth Long were 
not so unaware. The fell-
ing of the tree left them 
aghast and agape. It was 
an experience they did not 
wish to see repeated and 
they began looking for 
others with an interest in 
preserving and protecting local sites and history.  

 A meeting was called for Sept. 12, 1998, and 35 people 
showed up at the Community Center. A large Steering 
Committee was formed and met weekly for planning ses-
sions. On Feb. 20, 1999, the Morongo Basin Historical Soci-
ety was Chartered. Helen Dotts, Bernice Falltrick and Ruth 
Long were named its founders. Helen, in her eagerness to 
be first in everything she did, was a fountain of inspira-
tion, information and encouragement to that group. 

During the time before the charter, the three future foun-
ŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǎŜǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Wƻŀƴ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ 
collection of documents and relics. A full 12 months was 
spent sifting through heaps of historical papers and photos 
Wilson had hoarded in her home. The heaps were organ-
ized into what was the start the MBHS archive.  

IŜƭŜƴ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŜŀƭ ƻŦ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭπ
opment. When Paul Cook, the first president, needed to 
resign midway into his term, Helen assumed the office. It 
was a position she likely wanted all along. While in office, 

all she did was meticulously planned and organized.   

Helen was as generous as she was competitive and de-
manding. As did others, she often personally paid the bill 
for MBHS projects. In 2003, she proposed a building fund 
be established to raise funds for a museum space and re-
search center in Yucca Valley. Dotts donated the first 
$1,000; others followed. In 2005 Vernette Landers died 
and left her locally important home and historically signifi-
cant original Landers Post Office to the MBHS. For some, 
the bequest represented an answer to their prayers and 
ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ƎƻŀƭǎΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭƭȅ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ 
in Yucca Valley, as the Founders had envisioned, was a dis-
appointment to some, perhaps especially Helen. 

²ƛǘƘ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƴƻǿ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ƴŜǿ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ 
IŜƭŜƴΩǎ ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘΣ ŦŀƛƭƛƴƎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ 
be closer to family, Helen began scaling back her involve-
ment in the Society and moved to Beaumont soon after. 

Ever insistent on being first, Helen Dorothy Dotts was the 
ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ŦƻǳƴŘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƎƻΤ ǎƘŜ ŘƛŜŘ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ WǳƴŜ 
мсΣ нлмлΦ !ƴŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƭƻǎǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƻǳƴŘŜǊΣ ōŜƴŜŦŀŎǘƻǊ 
and controversial figure, Helen Dotts left a laudable legacy 
likely to outlive us all.  

άL ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ IŜƭŜƴ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ǎƳƛƭŜΣ ƛƳƳŀŎǳƭŀǘŜ 
grooming, stubborn drive to achieve a goal NOW, and her 
impatience with those who took a little more time to ac-
ŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ wǳǘƘ [ƻƴƎΦ ά¢Ƙŀǘ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ŀǊƎǳŜ 
often, but Helen was a tough-minded lady with an impish 
sense of humor and we always remained friends. Rest in 
ǇŜŀŎŜΣ ŘŜŀǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΣ ǿŜ Ƴƛǎǎ ȅƻǳΦέ 

Thanks to the Hi-Desert Star, The Heritage of Yucca Valley, Ruth Long, Lloyd 

Noel, Carol Sanders, Carole Schreiber, Wanda Stadum and Bob Stephenson 

for their assistance and contributions to these stories. 

HelenHelen   

DottsDotts ƍƍ  
  

lastinglasting   

legacylegacy  

Enkknvhmf In`m Vhkrnmƍr cd`sg+ Gdkdm Cnssr 'kdes( `mcEnkknvhmf In`m Vhkrnmƍr cd`sg+ Gdkdm Cnssr 'kdes( `mc

Ruth Long worked with others to sort through the thou-Ruth Long worked with others to sort through the thou-

sands of documents Wilson left behind. It took a year.sands of documents Wilson left behind. It took a year.   

Photo by Les Long, Oct. 1988 

Underneath the 100Underneath the 100 --yearyear--

old Honey Mesquite Tree.old Honey Mesquite Tree.   
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SSUSTAININGUSTAINING   MM EMBEREMBER   HH ONORONOR   RROLEOLE   

TT 
his issue we honor the remainder of our current, sustaining members.  
Last issue we honored the first half of these members.   
Those members from the list below who signed the original charter are denoted with a &&. 

MBHS MUSEUM & RESEARCH CENTER   
now has one phone number:    

760-364-2000 

Julianne Koza  
Harriet & Don LaFevre &&  
Virginia Lilly  
Jeannie Lindberg  
Mike Lipsitz  
Judy Litowitz 
Marion Lovelace  
Norma J. Mackie  
Ann Maier 
Rosemary Mallett  
Roberta & James McClure  
Pamela McMackin 
Robin & Douglas McManigill  
Jeff & Kay Meads  
Douglas Miller 
Art & Roxanne Miller, Jr.  && 
Ernie & Louise Molnar 
Ronald & Gayle Montgomery 
Delfina Moore  

Richard Moran  
Andrew Mueller   
Courtland Prittyie 
 & Betty Munson  
William Neeb  && 
Robert Oliver, Jr.  
Linda Jane Paino   
Helen Patten 
James Patterson  
Barton & Muriel Pedersen && 
Kimberly Pederson 
Marcia Pfingsten 
George Piatko  
Lance & Nancy Gent for  
 Plaza Art & Frame && 
John, Deen &  
 Georgeanne Pohl  
Laurie Riedel  
Pat & Sid Rimmington  

Katherine Ring  
Barbara Robertson 
James & Nancy Sammons  
Neal Samson  
Carol Sanders  
Carole Schreiber  
Elizabeth, Matt & 
 Jessica Shickler  
Tina Shurley  
Susan & David Simmons   
Alleene Skinner  
Paul & Jane Smith  && 
Sandra Smith  
Gay Smith  
hƳŜǊ Ω[ŜǎΩ {ƴƻŘƎǊŀǎǎ  
Bill Souder  
Robert Stephenson  
Carol Swain 
Doreen Thompson  

Thomas Tomcko  
Gerald & Judith Tyner && 
Estelle & Robert Vatter  
Buck & Carol Vaughn  
Brad & Debbie Vickery 
Eve Vykydal  
Mert Waite  && 
Eugene & Kathryn Warthan  
Raelene Ross  
 & James Wharff 
Alice Whytock 
Dorothea Williams 
Bill Wilson && 
Marjorie Wimberly  
Darlene  Wing 
Shirley Wyss 
Stanley  Zarakov  
Craig Zimmerman-Rupe 

&&.Charter Member 

Bakeless Bakeless   

Bake Sale Bake Sale   
 
 

Thanks so much to the 62 members  
whose contributions so far total $1462 

  

The dough will help  

pay to bring power to the  

old Landers Post Office Exhibit. 

Hsôr mns snn k`sd 

to help us reach that goal. 

Please send your contribution today. 
 

             Sallie Brown 
            Bakeless Chairman 

Volunteer SpotlightVolunteer Spotlight   
Volunteers are essential to the well being of MBHS. Board positions 
and committee chairpersons are probably the most visible volun-
teers, but others, like Ron Montgomery, 
carry out their good deeds away from the 
spotlight. 

Montgomery tends the gardens and land-
scaping at the MBHS Museum & Research 
Center in Landers. Anyone who has ever 
visited the 2.5 acre property knows that 
caring for it is not for anyone afraid of get-
ǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŀƴŘǎ ŘƛǊǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΩǎ 
unique and inspiring varieties of cactus and 
native plants and trees are the legacy of 
Vernette Landers, who left the property to 
MBHS.  

Montgomery is retired U.S. Navy. Probably 
no one is better suited to watch over the 
property since he and his wife, Gayle, re-
tired to their home located on the adjoining 
property three years ago. 

Many more volunteer positions are avail-
able, both indoors and out! Let us know if 
you have a little time and want to pitch in. 
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TT 
hank you all who elected the PAPERLESS! op-
tion. Going PAPERLESS! helps reduce operating 
expenses, frees up our volunteers, and helps 
the environment!   

Renewals  Renewals  Please note the expiration date 
on your address label. When you renew 
your membership without being invoiced it 
cuts expenses. Last month 92 Invoices were 
mailed. Most were promptly returned, but 
44 memberships will lapse September 1.  
PLEASE look at your label and renew if your 
term is near. If you elected to receive the 
paperless Newsletter, you will receive a pa-
perless invoice as well.  

New Members  New Members  LΩǾŜ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ aŜƳōŜǊπ
ship Chair and Co-Chair since January 2008 and contin-
ued a tradition of welcoming new members each news-
letter. Welcome new member Gail Bracy, your mem-
ōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƻǘŀƭ ǘƻ нмлΦ 

Give Two Gifts in One   Give Two Gifts in One   Gift Memberships make won-
derful impressions and benefit the Historical Society.  

Each of us must think about building our membership base.  
Gift Memberships are easy and appreciated twice!  The holi-
days are just around the corner and a gift membership is a 

great way to give someone you love the 
ability to help preserve our local history.  
We will write a warm letter on your behalf 
and welcome your gift recipient on the 
Řŀȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƻƻǎƛƴƎΦ  ¢ƘŜȅΩƭƭ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ 
and so will MBHS. Call me if you have 
questions.  If  you need applications or 
envelopes, please contact me.   
  

5ƻƴΩǘ aƛǎǎ LƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ bƻǘƛŎŜǎ  5ƻƴΩǘ aƛǎǎ LƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ bƻǘƛŎŜǎ  Please 
let us know of any change to your ad-
dress, telephone or email so we can 
keep you up to date with the MBHS. 
 

Questions or Comments?Questions or Comments?  I hope to see you at the Annual 
aŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƻƭŜǊ ŘŀȅǎΦ LŦ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ 
mind, let me know it.    

  τ Carole Kester 
         Membership Chair &  E-mail Coordinator 
  pioneertowndolls@earthlink.net  
  760-365-4096  

MM EMBERSHIPEMBERSHIP   RREPORTEPORT   

  WELCOME  

    NEW MEMBER  
 

           Gail Bracy  

      of Yucca Valley 
 

Condolences 
 to the families of  

Helen Dotts, 

George & Mary Knight 

and Leola Lane 

mailto:pioneertowndolls@earthlink.net

